
Black Friday gets its name because it is traditionally the day 
that retailers, big banks, and major corporations move 
from "in the red" to "in the black" where they start to turn 
a profit. While the 1% are doing better than ever, every day 
people are struggling to make ends meet. In a world of 
foreclosures, unemployment, and high cost of living, 
Americans are seemingly always "in the red." 
Big corporations and the media try to use this day to tell us 
that the economy is OK. We know that is a lie. More and 
more people are falling into poverty. 50 million Americans 
now have to rely on food stamps. Homes are being 
foreclosed on at an astonishing rate every day. In Atlanta 
alone, 1% of the population controls almost 70%  of our 
resources. We say, the economy is not OK. 

Occupy Atlanta is using the massive crowds of everyday 
people gathering on Black Friday as an opportunity to raise 
awareness of immoral corporate practices and income 
inequality. We will be reaching out to the community 
through symbolic actions of civil disobedience. This field 
guide was created not just for people from Occupy Atlanta, 
or the rest of the city to take action, but to encourage 
those in the rest of the state and country to have a little 
fun, and raise some awareness this holiday season. 

!

SUGGESTED ACTIONS

* Scripted “Mike Checks” at big box stores, or outside in the line (WE’VE 

PROVIDED A COUPLE SAMPLES, OR FEEL FREE TO WRITE YOUR OWN)

* Re-pricing items in the store. Show the real cost of these items BY creating 

your own sticker price tags (e.g. This shirt was made at the cost of human 

dignity)

* Ask sales clerks and other shoppers where you can find necessary holiday 

items, such as

* universal access to affordable healthcare 

* information on the sub-prime mortgage that cost me my house

* the hope and change that was promised by Barack Obama

* social justice

* fair banking practices

* Have a conga line of empty shopping carts

* Pass out gift exemption cards

* Get groups of people to ride the escalator up and down all day

* Pass out apology holiday cards to sales associates, expressing sadness 

that their employers did not value their holiday as much as the 

consumers’. 

* Dress up like Santa Clause and explain to people that this year, the North 

Pole was foreclosed on, and all the elves are living on unemployment and 

food stamps.

* Pass out fliers to people, or place them strategically in places around 

the store. Place them in piles of clothes, inside shoes, etc. 

***All of the actions that you and your friends take should be non-violent 

and representative of the Occupy Movement. we’re not here to attack 

people for shopping, but to raise awareness of the issues and slow down 

their day a little. Find a creative way to label you and your team as 

Occupiers. Keep in mind that going in with a protest sign will likely result in 

you being asked to leave before you can complete the action.***

BLACK FRIDAY ACTION CONTEST
SUBMIT A VIDEO OF YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS ENGAGING IN SOME 
DIRECT ACTION THIS FRIDAY! THE WINNER WILL GET THEIR VIDEO 
POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE, AND AN ALL INCLUSIVE ONE NIGHT 
GETAWAY AT PEACHTREE AND PINE RESORT! SUBMIT YOUR VIDEOS 
TO ACTION@OCCUPYATLANTA.ORG BY SUNDAY 11/27 TO WIN!!
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Schedule of events at Occupy Atlanta

11/24- 

 9 PM- OCCUPY THE LINES

 EDGEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, 1210 CAROLINE ST. NE

11/25-

 12 PM- OCCUPY THE SHOPS-

 ATLANTIC STATION, 1380 ATLANTIC DR. 

 

 3 PM- REALLY REALLY FREE MARKET

 TROY DAVIS/WOODRUFF PARK, 91 PEACHTREE ST. 


 6 pm- OCCUPY THE MALLS

 LENOX MALL- 3393 PEACHTREE RD. NE

 

Resources

MIKE CHECK
MIKE CHECK
today in our global economy
the only vote that counts
is the one we make
with our dollars
every dollar we spend
is an opportunity to vote
on the values
that are important to us
do we value corporate greed?
do we value cash snatching CEO's?
do we value sweat shops?
do we value endless war
do we value more crap
OR
do we value our local community?
do we value jobs for america?
do we value human rights?
do we value mother earth?
do we value peace and justice?
WHAT DO YOU VALUE?
EVERY DOLLAR IS A VOTE

MIKE CHECK
MIKE CHECK

Why should we buy nothing?
When it comes right down to it,
it's not that we believe a single day
without shopping
makes a big enough impact in itself.
But if we stop and think about it for a day,
we might find out that
we're more deeply tangled
in the dragnet of consumerism than we imagined.
This knowledge could be life-changing.
If we disect our spending habits
we'll see how we have a significant local effect.
But we are part of the big picture as well,
and if we take a stand others will as well
and we can see that impact on a global scale.
If we buy nothing for just one day,
perhaps we'll realize the true value of watching 
HOW we spend.


